Specific identification of Mycobacterium leprae by the polymerase chain reaction.
Oligonucleotide primers have been used to amplify DNA regions of the M. leprae genome by the polymerase chain reaction. A first set of primers, PLp1 and PLp2, identifies a specific 386 bp DNA fragment located in the gene coding for the 65 kDa antigen of M. leprae. A second pair of primers, targetted to the same gene, leads to the amplification of a 154 bp DNA piece conserved in mycobacteria. Primers PLp1 and PLp2 discriminate the pathogenic species from other mycobacteria, detect down to 40 bacilli, and constitute potentially useful tools for the identification of M. leprae in clinical specimens.